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Jerry McCord grew up in Manning and little did he 

realize that he would be working in Public Educa-

tion on alcoholism. In fact, he didn't even know 

there was such a field. Even after receiving his B.S. 

degree in Business Administration from Presbyter-

ian College in 1954, he still had made no plans in 

this direction. After graduation he received his 

commission in the United States Army, and for the 

next twenty-eight months he served with the fa-

mous 82nd Airborne Division. After separation 

from the service he taught at Manning High School 

for a year. Then  Jerry received a U.S. Public Health 

Service Traineeship to attend the University of 

North Carolina to work on a graduate degree. Jer-

ry attended the Yale Summer School Alcohol Stud-

ies at New Haven, on scholarship granted by the 

North Carolina Alcoholic Rehabilitation Program. 

The Yale School is internationally recognized as 

the foremost authority on the problems of alcohol 

and alcoholism. It was during his study at Yale that 

Jerry became seriously interested in the field of 

alcoholism education as a vocational specialty, and 

to his surprise, he found that this was a growing 

field with a high demand and low supply for 

trained personnel. Soon after this experience, he 

became the Educational Director of the Asheville 

Alcoholism Education and Information Center in 

North Carolina. Hired in 1959 as the first full-time 

professional employed by the South Carolina Alco-

holic Rehabilitation Program, McCord was named 

director of the agency when it was redesignated 

as the South Carolina Commission on Alcoholism 

in 1966.  He continued at the helm of the agency 

until 1995, serving under six governors, including 

Governor Carroll M. Campbell Jr. who appointed 

McCord to the post after the agency was renamed 

the Department of Alcohol and Other Drug Abuse 

Services (DAODAS) and made a cabinet-level agen-

cy in 1993. 

 

"As we have worked to save both lives and money," McCord 

said at the time of his retirement in 1995, "we in the public 

sector have had the privilege of developing the whole contin-

uum of care – starting with prevention as a way of avoiding 

problems before they begin and ending with treatment for 

the most chronically addicted.  We've seen the miracles of 

recovery take place within the people we know as our cli-

ents.  We've seen lives get back together and families get 

back together and communities get healthy.  And that's cer-

tainly something to be proud of." William J. "Jerry" McCord, 

the first and longest-serving director of South Carolina's state 

alcohol and drug abuse authority, died at age 75 following a 

lengthy illness. Jerry McCord was a pioneer and visionary in 

the field of Prevention and is owed a debt of gratitude for 

the years he spent fighting for a cause he truly believed in-

helping his fellow man live life to its fullest, free of the prob-

lems caused by the use of alcohol or other drugs. This is why 

the South Carolina Association of Prevention Professionals 

and Advocates named an award in his honor, in hopes his 

legacy will continue to live on through the work and passion 

of others.  


